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"The Muslim community had ramained more 

OF less united until the death of Uthman but it 
then became divided into tw9 distinct parties 
the Shia,at-i-Ali ang the Shia, at-i-Muawiya. 
When Muawiya was recognised as the Khalifa, 
the Shia,at-i-Alj contracted now to Shia 


remained. Since then tne term Shia has itself 
came to signify sect. 
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which only gradually came to have the meaning 
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Shi,ism was not brought into existence only 
by the question of the political succession to the 
Prophet of islam, as so many western works 
claim (although this question was of course of 


great importance). The problem of political 


Succession may be said to be the element that 
crystallised the Shi-ites into a distinct group and 
political suppression into later periods, espicially 
the martyrdam of imam Husain, only 
accentuated this tendency of the Shi-ites to see 


themseives as a seperate community within the — 


Islamic world. The pricipal cause of the coming 
into being of Shi-ism, however, lies in the fact 


that this possibility existed within the Islamic 
relavation itself and so had to be realised. In as 
much as there were oxoteric and esoteric 
interpretations from the very begining from 
which developed the schools of the Sharihaard 
Sufism in the Sunni world, there also had to be 
an interpretation of Islam which would combine 
these elements in Shi-ism, for which the Islam 
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is the person, in whole these two aspects of 
traditional authority are united and in whole the 
religions life is marked by @ sere of tragedy and 
martyrdom." 
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iraque, When on his death the political centre of Islam was 
shifted to Syria, the opposition of the Arabs of Kufa to the 
Arabs of Syria took the form of a legitimate agitation, 


aiming at the restoration of the House of Ali to the 


Caliphate. Gradually this political aspiration created for it 
self a doctrinal basis, opposed to accepted doctrine of the 
community, namely, the doctrine of the exclusive nght of 
the House of Ali to the Caliphate. This invoived the 
repudiation of the first three Caliphs Abubakar, Omar, 
Usman as usurpers and this denunciation of three of the 
most revered companions had always remained tr chief 
offence of Shi-ism in the eyes of orthodox Muslims." 
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" The Shia began as a political movement against the 


Arabs themselves... Ali, the son-in-law of the Prophet and 
fourth caliph of Isiam, had made his capital at Kufian 
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favoured the spread of esoteries sects and led to the 
religions struggles of early countries. The Hellenistic 
elements as a rule attacheed themselves to the sunni or 
majority party, while the older Asiatic beliefs tended rather 
to attack themselves to persons, of Ali. From their very 
nature, however such beliefs were held and propegated 
mainly by non-Arabs and were specially by the anixed 
population of iraque. There are indications also that 


Shiaism in the early centuries was among the people, the 


standard rather of a social revolt against the Sunni ruling 
classes than of a theological opposition to the Sunni 
doctrines. it shoul be said at once that the still fartoo 
prevalant view that Peria was the original name of Shi-ism 
has no foundation at all and it is nottworthy that converts 


from Zorastrianism adopted in general the Sunni rather 
than the Shi, ite faith * 
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